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The surviving matrimonial partner, or any inheriting co-
proprietor of an agricultural property of value less than 400,000
francs, may,, on condition that he lives on the property and takes
part in working it, claim to have it as his share, subject to paying
the appropriate equalising amounts to the other heirs. For the
payment of these he can demand a period of up to five years' grace,
during which he only pays interest of i per cent. These indem-
nification payments again are relieved of death duties.
2.' EQUIPMENT OF COUNTRY DISTRICTS
A first credit of sixteen milliards of francs was devoted to the
equipment of the country, as among the schemes of public work
to combat unemployment, under the following headings (Com-
munique of October 12,1940):
(1)  Electrification,   supply   of   drinking   water,   irrigation   and
drainage.
(2)  Development of derelict land and schemes of remembremenf
(see above, pp. 224-225).
(3)  Improvement of rural conditions (see below, p. 231).
A law of February 16, 1941, published on April 9, provides for
the creation of syndicats de communes and interdepartmental institu-
tions. The programme of works is drawn up by a commission
for the departement* Decisions made by the prefect are not subject
to appeal.
Another law of February 16,1941, organizes a system of subsidies
intended to facilitate the substitution of electric energy for thermal
energy for ploughing, threshing, irrigation, wine-making and dairy
plants, butter factories, cheese-making, etc.
A law of January 24, 1941, grants certain facilities to agricul-
tural co-operative societies for mechanical cultivation, A Joint
Ministerial Committee for Mechanized Agriculture is to be the
link between the ministerial departments and the Organizing
Committee of Mechanized Agriculture (Decree published on
May 8, 1941). A special department of mechanized agriculture
has been organized at the Secretariate of State for Agriculture
(Law of April 30, 1941).
III. Finance
i. SUBSIDIES AND BOUNTIES
Independently of special subsidies or bounties relating to certain
crops, which were already in existence or have been created
(potatoes, olives, wool), and bounties for the delivery of cattle.